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BY  THE  SENATE,  Maech  fi,  1856. 
R»ad  a,ad  1000  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

By  orderj 

C.  HARWOOD,  Secretary. 


REPORT 


OF      THE 


npthx  Df  iuaHD. 


IN      OBEDIENCE 


TO  AN  ORDER  OF  THE  SENATE. 


REPORT 


ORDER  SUBiMITTED  BY  MR.  DAVIS,  OF  CARROLL. 

In  the  Senate,  25th  Feb'y,  1856. 

^'Ordered,  That  the  Inspector  of  Guano  be  and  he  is  hereby 
requested  to  communicate  forthwith  to  the  Senate,  whether,  in 
his  opinion,  the  inspection  of  Guano  heretofore  made,  was  as 
thorough  as  it  is  possible  to  make  it  in  the  future." 

To  Hon.  Geo.  Wells, 

President  of  the 'Senate  of  Maryland: 

In  obedience  to  the  above  order,  the  undersigned  respectfully 
submits  to  your  honorable  body  the  following  communication  : 

He  understands  the  purport  of  your  order  to  be,  "Whether the 
present  law  regulating  the  inspection  of  Guano,  provides  and 
enforces  a  system,  in  all  its  details,  as  thorough  as  it  is  possible 
to  make  it  ?" 

To  answer  the  enquiry  fully  and  fairly,  it  is  proper  to  ascertain 
1st.  What  the  provisions  ot  the  present  law  are?  2ndly.  Whether 
they  are  based  upon  correct  and  approved  principles?  And  3rdly. 
"Whether  the  requirements  for  its  practical  application  are  such  as 
to  render  the  inspection  under  it  as  thorough  and  complete  as  it 
may  be  made  ? 

The  law  of  1854,  authorising  the  inspection  of  Guano,  and  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  which  the  inspection  is  now 
made,  was  prepared  with  much  care  by  Dr.  Washington  Finley, 
of  Queen  Anne's,  then  a  member  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  and 
by  him  submitted  from  the  Comraittofe  on  Agriculture,  of  which 
he  was  a  member.  After  a  thorough  discussion,  it  was  unani- 
mously passed  by  both  branches  of  the  Legislature.  The  follow- 
ing abstract  will  show  its  provisions: 

Section  1st  prescribes,  that  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this 
act,  all  Guano  landed,  transhipped,  sold  or  offered  for  sale  in  the 
State  of  Maryland,  shall  be  analysed,  so  as  to  show  the  per  cent- 
age  of  its  amraoniacal  and  Phosphatic  compounds;  and  that  the 


quality  thus  ascertained,  shall  be  marked  upon  each  bag,  barrel, 
cask,  tierce,  box,  package  or  parcel,  or  upon  anything  containing 
the  Guano,  in  accordance  with  the  following  scale :  Commenc- 
ing with  the  letter  A,  which  shall  indicate,  in  Peruvian  Guano, 
that  the  parcel  so  marked  contains  from  15  to  18  per  ct.  of  am- 
monia; the  letter  B  indicating  from  12|  to  15  pr.  ct.;  the  letter 
C  indicating  from  10  to  12^  per  ct.;  the  letter  D  indicating  from 
7  to  10  per  ct.  A  similar  table  to  be  arranged  by  the  Inspector 
.  to  indicate  the  quantity  of  phosphates  contained  in  Mexican  and 
Patagonian  Guano  ;  and  upon  every  other  variety  of  Guano  he 
is  required  to  use  similar  marks  to  indicate  its  quality. 

Section  2nd  provides  for  the  publication  of  the  table  with  the 
letters  used,  &c. 

Section  3rd  requires  the  Inspector  to  keep  an  office  centrally 
located,  and  a  book  in  which  shall  be  entered  the  analysis  of  each 
and  every  cargo  of  every  variety  of  Guano  imported,  for  the  use 
of  purchasers,  and  shall  furnish  a  copy  of  analysis  when  re- 
quired. 

Section  4th  requires  notice  to  be  given  the  Inspector  upon  the 
arrival  of  a  cargo,  and  provides  for  inspection  in  bulk,  &.c. 

Section  5th  provides  for  weigjiing  and  inspecting  all  Guano 
imported  for  the  purpose  of  being  sold,  transhipped  or  landed,  and 
imposes  a  penalty  of  five  dollars  for  each  bag,  barrel  or  other 
package  any  person  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  have  inspected,  ac- 
cnnling  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  to  be  recovered  by  indict- 
Uitiit  in  the  Criminal  Court. 

Section  6  imposes  a  penalty  of  fifty  dollars  for  each  offence  in 
which  any  person  shall  forge  or  counterfeit  the  marks  of  the  In- 
spector, or  put  Guano  into  any  bags,  barrels  or  other  packages  hav- 
ing the  Inspector's  mark  thereon,  which  have  been  already  used 
for  that  purpose. 

These  being  the  provisions  of  the  law,  the  question  recurs, 
"Whether  they  are  based  upon  correct  and  approved  principles?" 
We  assume  that  they  are,  for  the  following  reasons : 

1st.  The  value  of  each  and  every  variety  of  Guano,  as  a  ferti- 
lising agent,  depends  solely  upon  its  chemical  constituents.  In 
some  varieties,  ammonia  constitutes  its  chief  value ;  in  others, 
phosphate  of  lime ;  and  others,  both  of  these  articles  combined. 
Now  it  is  obvious  that  the  value  of  any  particular  lot  of  any  va- 
riety of  Guano,  must  depend  upon  the  quantity  or  per  centage 
of  one  or  both  of  these  essential  ingredients  which  it  contains. 
This  can  only  be  determined  by  a  chemical  analysis,  and  hence 
the  law  requiring  the  inspection  to  be  made  by  analysis,  so  as  to 
show  the  per  centage  of  its  chemical  constituents,  is  predicated 
upon  these  undeniable  facts,  and  cannot  be  altered  or  amended  in 
this  respect,  without  setting  aside  well  settled  and  established 
principles. 


2ndly.  The  law  provides  for  the  classi  fication  of  the  different 
varieties  of  Guano,  and  the  arrangement  of  a    able  by  the  Inspec- 
tor in  Mrhich  alphabetical  marks  shall  be  used  to  indicate  the  qual- 
ity of  each  variety  of  Guano  upon  which    they  may  be    placed. 
This  provision  contemplates  the  practical    application  and  use  of 
the  analysis  for  the  benefit  of  the  purchaser,  and  without  it  the 
mere  analysis  would  afford  little  protection  to  the  consumer,   as 
he  would    have  no  means  to  identify  or   learn  the  quality  of  the 
particular  parcel  he  might  purchase.     In  both  these  respects  then 
the  present  law  seems  to  contain  as  intended,  every  provision  ne- 
cessary for  the  accomplishment  of  a  thorough  and  rigid  inspec- 
tion, and  in  my  judgment,  properly  carried  out,  cannot  fail  to  se- 
cure that  object. 

An  important  enquiry  arises  here,  viz:    whether  the    classifica" 
tion  and  tables  prepared  by  the  Inspector  represent  the  true  stand- 
ard of  quality  of  the  different  varieties,  and  are  so  arranged  as  to 
give  the  purchaser  the  best  indication  he  can  have  of  the  quality 
of  the  article  he  purchases. 

After  an  experience  of  nearly  two  years,  I  am  thoroughly  con- 
vinced that  the  whole  arrangement  of  the  tables,  prepared  and 
adopted  upon  my  appointment  to  the  office,  are  just  what  they 
should  be,  and  cannot  be  altered  or  amended  Without  disturbing 
the  whole  system  which  has  been  adopted  and  approved  as  fur- 
nishing the  standard  for  the  money  value  of  all  tlie  different  vari- 
eties of  Guano  (except  Peruvian,)  by  the  entire  trade  here,  and 
all  the  importers — so  much  so  that  no  dealer  will  purchase  a  cargo 
of  Guano,  nor  will  any  consignee  receive  of  advance  on  a  cargo, 
until  the  Inspector  has  analysed  it,  and  furnished  a  certificate  of 
the  analysis  showing  its  commercial  value  based  upon  the  per 
centage  of  the  chemical  principles  which  the  particular  lot  con- 
tains. 

The  minor  details  of  the  laW  together  with  the  fines  and  pen- 
alties for  any  violation  of  its  provisions,  are  sufficiently  full  and 
explicit  to  render  its.operation  if  faithfully  carried  out,  as  efficient 
and  thorough  as  it  is  in  my  judgment  possible  to  make  it. 
Though  the  law  may  be  all  sufficient  to  enforce  a  rigid  and 
thorough  inspection,  yet  it  is  manifest  that  upon  its  administra- 
tion must  depend  the  success  and  accomplishment  of  its  purpose. 
And  this  question  may  be  very  properly  inferred  from  the  order 
of  your  honorable  body,  viz:  "whether  the  inspection  under  tke  law 
has  been  as  thorough  as  its  provisions  require  and  it  is  possible  to 
make  it."  While  I  do  not  desire  to  obtrude  myself  or  my  humble 
services  upon  the  notice  of  your  honorable  body,  yet  I  conceive  it 
to  be  due  lo  my  self  as  a  public  olhcer,  and  respecLiul  lo  the  co-or- 
dinate branch  of  the  Government  which  must  apj)rove  oi  reject 
roy  services — to  submit  such  a  detail  of  the  operations  of  the  of- 


fice  under  ray  charge  as  to  enable  you  to  form  a  correct  conclu- 
sion as  to  whether  its  efficiency  may  be  improved  and  the  inspec- 
tion made  more  thorough. 

Upon  entering  upon  the  discharge  of  ray  duties,  I  established 
an  office  in  the  Exchange  Building,  Baltimore,  and  published 
the  following  classification  of  all  the  varieties  of  Guano  then  in 
the  market,  with  the  marks  used  to  designate  their  quallities,  and 
the  accompanying  explanations. 

Office  of  State  Inspector  of  Guano,       ) 
JVb.   11  Exchange  Buildings    Ballimore,  Md.  ^ 

For  the  information  of  the  public,  the  undersigned  is  required 
by  law  to  publish  the  following  tables,  exhibiting  the  marks 
which  are  now  used  by  the  Inspector  to  designate  the  quality  of 
the  different  varieties  of  Guano  imported  into  this  State, 

PERUVIAN  GUANO. 

All  Guano  marked  "Peruvian,"  letter  A,  contains  Ammonia  and 
its  elements,  equal  to  from  15  to  18  per  cent. 

All  Guano  marked  "Peruvian,"  letter  B,  contains  Ammonia  and 
its  elements  equal  to  from  12^  to  15  per  cent. 

All  Guano  marked  "Peruvian"  letter  C,  contains  Ammonia  and 
its  elements  equal  to  from  10  to  12^  per  cent. 

All  Guano  marked  "Peruvian"  letter  D,  contains  Ammonia  and 
its  elements  equal  to  from  7  to  10  per  cent. 

MEXICAN  GUANO. 

All  Guano  marked  "Mexican,"  letter  A,  contains  Phosphoric 
Acid  equal  to  from  45  to  55  per  cent,  of  Bone  Phosphate  of 
Lime. 

All  Guano  marked  "Mexican,"  letter  B,  contains  Phosphoric 
Acid  equal  to  from  35  to  45  per  cent. 

All  Guauo  marked  "Mexican"  letter  C,  contains  Phosphoric 
Acid  equal  to  from  25  to  35  per  cent. 

WHITE  MEXICAN  GUANO. 

All  Guano  marked  "White  Mexican"  letter  A,  contains  Phos- 
phoric Acid  equal  to  from  75  to  85  per  cent,  of  Bone  Phosphate 
of  Lime. 

All  Guano  marked  "White  Mexican,"  letter  B,  contains  Phos- 
phoric Acic  equal  to  from  65  to  75  per  cent. 

All  Guano  marked  "White  Mexican,"  letter  C,  contains  Phos 
phoric  Acid  equal  to  from  55  to  65  per  cent. 


AFRICAN  GUANO. 

All  Guano  marked  "African,"  letter  A,  will  contain  Ammonia  and 
its  elements  equal  to  2  per  cent,  and  Phosphoric  Acid  equal 
to  35  per  cent,  and  upwards,  of  Bone  Phosphate  of  Lime. 

COLUMBIAN  GUANO. 

All  Guano  marked  "Columbian,"  letter  A,  contains  Phosphoric 
Acid  equal  to  from  80  to  90  per  cent,  of  Bone  Phosphate  of 
Lime. 

All  Guano  marked  "Columbian,"  letter  B,  contains  Phosphoric 
Acid  equal  to  from  70  to  80  per  cent,  of  Bone  Phosphate  of 
Lime. 

MEXICAN  GUANO. 
In  making  a  scale  to  indicate  the  quality  of  Mexican  Guano,  (the 
chief  value  of  which  as  a  fertilizer  depends  upon  the  per  centum 
of  Phosphoric  Acid  it  contains,)  I  have  so  constructed  it,  that 
the  purchaser  may  readily  ascertain  its  commercial  value,  as  com- 
pared with  Bone  Phosphate  of  Lime;  estimating  the  Phosphoric 
Acid  as  equal  to  the  per  centum  of  that  combination  of  Lime  and 
Phosphoric  Acid,  as  indicated  b}^  the  letter  in  the  table.  Unadul- 
terated "Ground  Bones"  or  "Bone  Dust"  will  average  about  50  per 
cent.  ofBonePhosphateof  Lime.  In  adopting  a  standard  for  thebest 
quality  of  the  ordinary  Mexican  Guano,  I  have,  after  much  in- 
vestigation and  examination  of  all  the  cargoes  imported  since  the 
1st  of  May,  1854,  together  with  data  furnished  me  by  Doctors 
Higgins,  Piggot  and  Bickell,  who  have  examined  several  cargoes 
imported  during  the  last  year  or  two,  adopted  the  above  table, 
fixing  the  maximum  per  cent,  of  Phosphoric  Acid  as  equal  to  55 
per  cent,  of  Bone  Phosphate  of  Lime.  I  have  seen  no  lot  ex- 
ceeding 55  per  cent.,  on  the  contrary  several  have  fallen  far  be- 
low it.  The  quality  of  each  lot  then  will  be  indicated  by  the  let- 
ters as  arranged  in  the  table. 

WHITE  MEXICAN  GUANO. 

An  article  has  been  recently  imported  from  the  Carribean  Sea, 
in  the  form  of  irregular,  friable  white  lumps,  which  when  ground 
has  the  appearance  of  a  white  powder  slightly  tinged  with  yellow. 
Upon  analysis  it  is  found  to  contain  a  large  quantity  of  Phospho- 
ric Acid,  and  all  the  constituents  of  the  ordinary  Mexican  Guano. 
From  its  chemical  composition  as  thus  ascertained,— its  physical 
appearance — the  locality  from  which  it  is  obtained,  and  the  char- 
acter of  the  deposite  as  learned  from  those  who  have  seen  it,  I 
have  concluded,  that  it  is  an  old  deposite  of  Guano,  brought  into 
its  present  condition  by  long  exposure  to  the  atmosphere,  and  the 
bleaching  effects  of  the  alternate  rain  and  sun  of  the  climate  from 
whence  it  is  obtained. 
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As  this  article  contains  a  very  large  per  centage  of  Phosphoric 
Acid,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  anal)^sis  below,  I  could  not  classify 
it  with  the  ordinary  Mexican  Guano,  and  have  therefore  designa- 
ted it  "White  Mexican  Guano,"  and  arranged  a  separate  table  to 
indicate  its  quality.  This  becomes  the  more  necessary,  as  upon 
examination  of  three  different  cargoes,  I  have  found  a  difference 
in  quality  to  exist,  though  they  yield  a  much  larger  quantity  of 
Phosphoric  Acid  than  the  best  ordinary  Mexican. 

Analysis  of  average  samples  of  this  article  taken  from  the  ship 
"Junius:" 

Water, 4.26 

Organic  matter, ,..,,.. 6.39 

Phosphoric  Acid, 37.08 

Lime, 45.48 

Per  Oxide  of  Iron,. , 0.12, 

Carbonic  Acid,  Alkalies,  traces  of  sand  and  Magnesia  6.67 

100— 
It  will  require  80.34  per  ct.  of  Bone  Phosphate  of  Lime  to  yield 
37.08  per  ct.  of  Phosphoric  Acid,   the   quantity   obtained  from 
these  average  samples. 

The  lot  imported  in  ship  "Junius"  contains  more  Phosphoric 
Acid  than  subsequent  lots,  and  I  have  accordingly  taken  it  as  the 
standard  for  this  article  and  so  arranged  the  table.  The  quality 
then  will  be  indicated  by  the  letters  as  placed  in  the  scale. 

AFRICAN  GUANO. 

In  arranging  the  table  for  African  Guano,  I  have  taken  as  the 
standard  a  cargo  recently  imported  from  Saldanha  Bay,  it  being 
the  only  lot  now  in  the  market.'  Its  quality  is  indicated  by  the 
jetter  as  adopted  in  the  scale  for  African. 

Since  publishing  the  above  tables  I  have  inspected  two  small 
cargoes  of  Mexican  Guano,  which  averaged  about  58  per  cent,  of 
Bone  Phosphate  of  Lime,  being  3  per  cent,  more  than  the  stand- 
ard adopted,  as  will  be  observed  by  reference  to  the  table.  Being 
but  two  lots  out  of  a  large  number,  some  of  which  yielded  but  38 
per  cent.,  I  regard  them  as  exceptions,  and  rather  than  change 
the  whole  table  marked  them  double  AA,  to  indicate  thatlhe  lots 
so  marked  contain  Phosphoric  Acid  equal  to  more  than  55  per 
cent,  of  Bone  Phosphate  of  Lime.  Unless  the  arrival  of  such 
lots  of  superior  quality  shall  be  sufficienty  numerous  to  require  the 
standard  for  Mexican  to  be  changed,  they  will,  be  marked  as  above, 
AA. 

WM.  S  REESE, 

State  Inspector  of  Guano. 


My  attention  had  been  called  to  the  fact,  that  from  the  manner 
in  which  some  dealers  transacted  their  business,  farmers  were  fre- 
quently imposed  upon  in  the  purchase  of  Peruvian  Guano,  with 
Guano  bearini*'  the  inspection  marked  A,  and  which  from  its  deli- 
cate composition  had  become  damaged  by  exposure  to  rain  and 
other  causes  subsequently  to  its  inspection.  It  being  impossible 
to  remedy  this  evil  by  the  law,  the  undersigned  published  in  con- 
nexion with  his  official  tables  a  notice  to  purchasers,  calling 
their  attention  to  the  fact  and  urging,  as  the  only  means  to  be 
adopted  for  their  protection  the  rejection  of  all  such  lots.  The 
notice  referred  to  is  herewith  submitted: 

NOTICE. 

In  publishing  the  annexed  tables  for' the  guidance  of  purcha- 
sers of  Gnano,  the  undersigned  deems  it  proper  to  state  that  the 
letters  used  in  designating  the  quality  of  ordinary  Mexican,  White 
Mexican  and  African  Guano,  indicate  the  quality  affixed  to  them 
in  the  table,  in  such  Guano  only,  as  bears  his  official  signature, 
which  will  be  found  in  large  letters  upon  each  package.  Purcha- 
sers who  rely  upon  the  marks  u?ed  by  him,  as  published  in  the 
tables,  will  be  careful  to  observe  the  signature  also,  which  in- 
variably accompanies  the  mark. 

'  He  deems  it  proper,  also,  to  state  that  purchasers  of  Guano 
should  be  careful  to  observe  that  the  article  purchased,  whether 
Peruvian,  Mexican,  African,  or  other  variety,  is  in  good  order  and 
condition  at  the  time  it  is  sold  them,  otherwise  the  inspection 
mark  is  no  guarantee  that  they  are  securing  the  article  they  pur- 
chase, not  more  so  than  the  inspection  brand  "Family,"  upon  a 
barrel  of  flour,  subsequently  damaged  by  water  or  other  cause,  is 
a  certain  guarantee  that  the  flour  contained  in  said  barrel  is  the 
•article  indicated  by  the  inspection  mark.  These  remarks  apply 
particularly  to  "Peruvian  Guano,"  as  it  is  put  in  bags,  and  from 
its  composition  is  more  easily  damaged  by  rain  or  other  causes 
than  Mexican  or  African.  All  Peruvian  Guano  marked  A  or  B 
invariably  comes  nut  of  the  vessels  of  the  quality  indicated  by  the 
letters,  dry  and  in  good  condition.  That  damaged  by  water,  from 
leakage  or  otherwise,  is  carefully  separated  and  placed  in  bags 
marked  D,  not  only  to  indicate  its  inferiority,  but  that  is  damaged. 

It  frequently  happens  that  dealers  who  make  their  purchases 
from  the  agents,  receive  orders  upon  vessels  discharging  at  the 
time,  and  have  their  Guano  placed  upon  the  wharves,  where  it  is 
sometimes  allowed  to  remain  for  several  days,  exposed  to  heavy 
showers  of  rnin  and  the  scorching  sun,  which  necessarily  damage 
it,  and  make  it  inferior  to  the  quality  indicated  by  the  inspection 
mark — when,  if  it  hud  Seen  properly  stored  or  secured  from  ex- 
posure, the  letter  would  have  been  a  guarantee  of  its  quality. 

Peruvian  Guano,  if  lixpt  drijy  may  be  preserved  in  its  normal 
Sen.  D.  1—2 
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condition  for  a  long  time,  but  the  presence  of  water  induces  de- 
composition, ammonia  is  formed,  much  of  which  from  its  volatile 
nature  rapidly  escapes,  and  the  Guano  is  correspondingly  depre- 
ciated in  value.  gd^The  strong  aramoniacal  smell  of  some  Guano 
is  not  an  unmistakeable  evidence  of  its  superiority,  as  is  some- 
times supposed — on  the  contrary,  it  may  furnish  presumptive  ev- 
idence that  decomposition  is  going  on,  and  that  the  Guano  is  ra- 
pidly parting  with  some  of  its  most  valuable  constituents. <455) 

Ordinary  Mexican  Guano  is  more  or  less  damp,  which  condi- 
tion does  not  injure  its  most  important  fertilizing  principle. 

Farmers  of  the  State,  and  the  adjoining  States,  who  desire  in- 
formation from  the  undersigned  respecting  any  matters  pertaining 
to  his  office,  will  address  him  by  letter  or  be  pleased  to  call  at  his 
office  in  Exchange  Building,  Baltimore,  where  he  will  be  happy 
to  see  them,  and  cheerfully  give  thetn  such  facilities  and  mforraa- 
tion  in  the  selection  and  purchase   of  Guano  as  he  may  possess. 

I  deemed  it  alike  due  to  the  office  and  the  consumer  to  notice 
this  fact,  as  not  only  was  the  consumer  imposed  upon,  but  the 
inspection  was  brought  into  disrepute  by  sellers  relieving  them- 
selves of  the  responsibility  when  complaints  were  made,  occasion- 
ed by  their  neglect,  by  attaching  it  to  the  Inspector.  The  result 
has  been  that  consumers  have  become  more  particular,  and  deal- 
ers are  more  careful  to  protect  their  Guano  from  exposure.  A 
few  rejections  of  such  lots  by  the  purchasers  will  soon  remedy 
the  evil. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  a  vessel  an  average  sample  of  the  Guano 
is  taken — the  quality  determined  by  analysis — a  certificate  fur- 
nished the  importer — a  copy  recorded  in  a  book  kept  in  the  of- 
fice for  the  use  of  the  public,  and  monthly  reports  published  of 
the  analysis  of  each  cargo,  with  the  name  of  the  vessel  and  date 
of  arrival.  In  Peruvian  Guano  the  weighing  and  marking  is 
done  upon  the  vessel,  and  for  these  duties,  and  the  superintend- 
ing of  the  filling  of  the  bags,  men  have  been  selected  solely  on 
the  ground  of  their  competency,  and  are  duly  sworn  to  discharge 
their  duties  with  fidelity,  and  due  observance  of  the  public  inter- 
est. Guano  that  has  become  damaged  from  leakage  or  other 
causes,  is  carefully  separated  and  placed  in  bags  rciarked  D,  and 
a  certificate  of  the  weight  of  the  entire  cargo  is  furnished  the 
importer,  from  which  is  deducted  the  per  centage  of  water  con- 
tained in  the  wet  Guano,  by  which  certificate  the  freight  on  the 
cargo  is  settled.  In  loading  a  vessel  with  Peruvian  Guano  at 
the  Chinche  Islands,  a  sufficient  number  of  bags  are  filled  to  line 
the  hole  of  the  vessel,  in  order  to  protect  the  cargo  from  ordinary 
leakages.  When  the  bulk  cargo  is  discharged,  these  dunnage 
bags  are  invariably  emptied  and  the  Guano  placed  in  new  bags 
bearing  the  inspection  mark,  according  to  its  quality. 
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These  bags  being  common  gunny  bags,  are  sold  to  parties 
who  wash  and  dry  them,  and  again  offer  them  for  sale  by  adver- 
tisement or  otherwise,  under  the  name  of  Guano  bags,  and  they 
are  purchased  for  various  purposes  in  the  transportation  of  rough 
and  common  articles  ot  merchandize.  The  advertisement  and 
sale  of  these  bags  has  no  doubt  given  rise  to  the  supposition 
with  those  not  familiar  with  the  facts,  that  they  are  purchased  by 
designing  persons  for  the  purpose  of  perpetrating  a  fraud  upon 
the  farmers,  by  filling  them  with  spurious  Guano.  Such  is  not 
the  fact.  The  provisions  of  the  law  are  sufficiently  penal,  and 
the  means  of  detection  so  ready,  that  no  apprehension  upon  that 
point  need  be  entertained. 

This  enquiry  arises  here,  and  one  that  is  germain  to  the  sub- 
ject. Has  the  system  as  established  under  the  law  been  approved 
by  those  most  interested  in  its  application,  and  has  it  promoted 
and  secured  the  object  for  which  it  was  intended?  In  answer  to 
this  enquiry,  I  propose  to  submit  the  following  extracts  of  letters 
from  gentlemen  in  this  and  the  adjoining  States,  largely  interest- 
ed in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  also  from  the  principal  importers 
in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  not  with  a  view  of  endorsing  my  ad- 
ministration of  the  law,  but  to  show  their  opinion  of  its  impor- 
tance to  all  interests,  and  the  thoroughness  of  the  inspection  un- 
der it. 


[Extract  of  a  letter  trom  Hon.  C.  W.  Dabney,  Va.] 

*******  "The  practical  question  with  oppo- 
nents of  inspection  laws  is  whether  any  inspection  can  and  will 
be  made  which  will  protect  farmers  from  imposition.  Now,  on 
both  branches  of  this  question  I  take  pleasure  in  giving  my  suf- 
ferage  in  favor  of  your  office,  I  not  only  believe  that  the  test 
may  be  applied  to  the  articles  subject  to  your  inspection,  but 
that  you  have  applied  the  test  to  the  great  benefit  of  the  consu- 
mer, not  only  in  money,  but  in  confidence  and  siitisfaction  in  his 
his  arduous  pursuit.  We  are  so  convinced  of  this,  here,  that 
not  only  many  of  our  people  buy  in  Baltimore  for  the  benefit  of 
your  inspection,  instead  of  in  our  own  city,  (Richmond,)  but  the 
Richmond  Inspector  has  seen  the  necessity  of  following  your 
plan  and  example,  in  order  to  meet  the  public  demand." 

[Extract  of  a  letter  from  Gov.  Ross  of  Delaware.] 

•  ««»**•*  <('i^he  Maryland  Guano  inspection  laws 
give  very  general  satisfaction  to  the  consumers  in  this  State.  I 
purchase  annually  in  Baltimore,  from  200  to  300  tons  of  Guano, 
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and  I  prefer  that  market  to  all  others^  on  account  of  the  inspe»> 
tion.     Indeed,  so  convinced  am  I  of  the  necessity  of  a  thorough 

and  rigid  inspection,  that  I  v.'ould  pay  one  dollar  per  ton  more 
for  Guano  in  Baltimore,  than  in  New  York  or  Philadelphia.  I 
believe  the  consumers  of  Guano  on  the  tributaries  of  the  Chesa- 
peake bay,  are  very  generally  satisfied  with  the  Maryland  inspec- 
tion laws,  and  would  regret  to  see  any  change.  I  will  also  add, 
that  the  public  is  well  satisfied  with  the  present  administration  of 
the  law." 

[From  Roderick  Dorsey,  Esq.,  Md.] 

*****  "It  is  my  opinion  that  the  present  system  ot 
inspection  of  the  several  varieties  of  Guano,  is  the  best  we  have 
ever  had,  and  is  as  well  calculated  to  protect  the  interests  of  pur- 
chasers, as  any  other  that  may  be  resorted  to." 

[From  Col.  M.  Y.  Kidd,  Md.] 

•  *  *  •  *  ''The  various  provisions  of  the  act  of  Assem- 
bly, prescribing  a  careful  analysis  of  every  variety  of  Guano  reach- 
ing our  market,  and  sold  within  the  State,  showing  the  exact  per 
centage  of  its  compounds,  ammoniacal  and  phosphatic,  and  re- 
quiring that  every  package  shall  be  distinctly  marked,  thus  clearly 
specifying  its  quality,  have  been  faithfully  and  fully  carried  out  by 
the  present  inspector,  and  found  to  answer  the  design  of  its  pro- 
jectors, and  most  thoroughly  to  meet  the  demand  of  the  farming 
community,  for  that  protection  which  they  so  much  required. 
After  two  years  of  trial,  I  am  fully  satisfied  that  the  present  mode 
of  inspection — as  a  thorough  system  of  protection — meets  with 
the  readiest  concurrence  of  our  tarmers,  and  am  well  assured  that 
they  earnestly  ask  for  its  continuance," 

[From  Dr.  Washington  Waters,  Md.] 

***•*<'!  unhesitatingly  say,  that  I  regard  the  pre- 
sent system  of  inspection  the  surest  and  best  protection  we  have 
against  fraud,  and  that  the  interesfs  of  the  agricultural  community 
require  its  continuance." 

[From  Henry  Webster,  Esq.,  Md.] 

*****  "I  consider  an  inspection  of  the  different  va- 
rieties of  Guano  now  used,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  introduced 
into  our  market,  by  an  officer  appointed  by  the  State,  and  beyond 
the  influence  of  both  seller  and  consumer,  to  be  of  vital  impor- 
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tance  to  the  Farmers  of  the  State,  by  affording  them  the  only  re- 
liable protection  agaiiist  fraud  and  imposition  in  the  purchase  of 
Guano.  I  further  believe  that  such  protection  has  been  afforded 
by  the  present  system  oi  Guano  inspection,  as  far  as  it  is  practi- 
cable for  any  system  so  to  do." 


[From  Chas.  R.  Pearce,  Esq.,  Baltimore.] 

****•*'!  have  been  one  of  the  largest  importers  of 
Mexican  Guano  in  this  city,  and  expect  to  receive  it  regularly. 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  I  consider  the  law  a  wise  one, 
and  beneficial  to  the  trade  of  the  city,  as  well  as  a  protection  to 
the  comsuraers  of  Guano  ;  and  have  great  pleasure  in  saying  that 
the  present  inspector,  Dr.  Wm.  S.  Reese,  is  very  attentive  and 
obliging,  and,  as  far  as  I  am  capable  of  judging,  very  competent 
to  fulfil  the  duties  of  the  office." 


[From  Messrs.  Thompson  &  Oudesluys,  Baltimore.] 

*  *  *  "We  have  been  inspectors  and  sellers  of  Mexican 
Guano,  in  this  city,  for  some  years,  and  from  our  experience  and 
observation,  we  unhesitatingly  state  that  Dr.  Reese,  the  present 
inspector,  has  performed  his  duties  with  great  attention,  ability 
and  perfect  satisfaction  to  us;  he  has  established  a  system  highly 
beneficial  to  the  importers  and  consumers,  whereby  all  can  readily 
learn  the  value  of  the  Guano  which  is  examined  by  him.  Dr. 
Reese  has  been,  we  believe,  faithful  and  impartial  in  the  perform- 
ance of  the  law,  which  we  consider  one  of  great  advantage  to  all 
interested."  , 


[  From  Robt.  Turner,  Esq.,  Baltimore.] 

*  *  *  "I  feel  it  a  duty  I  owe  the  agricultural  interests  of 
Maryland,  to  oppose  any  effort  to  change  or  abolish  the  Guano 
inspection  law.  I  believe  the  present  system  to  be  the  greatest 
possible  protection  for  the  farmers  of  Maryland,  and  of  vast  in- 
terest to  the  trade  of  Baltimore  city.  I  have  heard,  from  most 
reliable  sources  in  and  out  of  our  State,  that  in  view  of  the  Guano 
inspection  law  of  Maryland,  that  farmers  prefer  to  pay  $1  per  ton, 
and  even  more,  for  Guano  in  Baltimore  than  elsewhere.  *  *  • 
•  *  *  Dr.  Wm.  S.  Reese,  our  present  Inspector,  I  believe, 
has  given  great  satisfaction.  I  have  an  opportunity  of  knowing 
what  I  say,  being  the  largest  dealer  in  the  article  in  our  city,  and 
I  believe  his  experience  and  ability  is  fully  equal  to  his  important 
trust  as  Inspector." 
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[  Prom  J.  J.  &  F.  Turner,  Esqrs.,  Baltimore.] 

"We  are  dealers  in  Guano  of  every  description,  (having  been 
some  years  engaged  in  the  business,)  and  know  that  a  preierence 
is  given  our  city  by  farmers  and  others  for  their  purchases,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  thorough  inspection  upon  the  article  required  by 
the  lavr.  •  *  *  "Yhe  present  incumbent  (Dr.  Wm.  S.  Reese,) 
has  proven  himself  a  most  valuable  officer;  he  has  discharged  his 
duty,  we  believe,  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner  to  all  concerned; 
we  have  never  heard  a  complaint.  He  gives  his  personal  atten- 
tion to  the  analysis  of  all  Guano  coming  to  the  port  of  Baltimore. 
His  ability  as  a  Chemist,  and  his  attention  to  business,  is  a  guar- 
antee against  fraud,  and  gives  to  our  city  that  protection  which 
no  other  affords." 


[  From  S.  Malcolm  &  Co.,  Baltimore.] 

*  *  *  "As  inspectors  and  dealers  in  Guano,  we  consider 
it  of  the  first  importance  that  the  present  efficient  system  should 
be  continued,  as  being  alike  beneficial  and  protective  to  dealer 
and  consumer ;  the  evidence  of  this  fact  being  found  in  the  su- 
periority which  our  market  obtains  over  all  other  markets  in  the 
country,  for  the  sale  of  the  different  varieties  of  Guano.  With 
regard  to  the  administration  of  the  law  by  the  present  incumbent, 
it  affords  us  much  pleasure  to  bear  testimony  to  the  very  satis- 
factory and  efficient  manner  in  which  he  has  discharged  his 
duties." 


[From  Messrs.  Stirling  &  Ahrens,  Baltimore,  Md.] 

*  *  *  "Being  importers  of  Guano  and  considerably  inter- 
ested in  it,  we  beg  leave  to  represent,  that  it  is  our  opinion,  which 
is  also  confirmed  by  the  experience  of  many  practical  fiarmers  that 
the  present  system  of  inspection  is  a  safety  to  (he  interest  of  both 
importers  and  consumers,  and  any  change  would  tend  to  impair  con- 
fidence on  the  part  of  consumers  and  give  an  opportunity  to  dis- 
honest dealers  to  impose  on  the  community.  As  regards  the  ca- 
pability and  efficiency  of  the  present  Inspector,  Dr.  Wm.  S. 
Reese,  we  can  give  the  strongest  testimonial  in  his  favor,  having 
had  ample  proof  of  the  same  in  many  instances." 

In  addition  to  above  extracts  1  respectfully  submit  the  very  able 
report  of  the  committee  on  Agriculture  of  the  House  of  Delegates 
made  by  Mr.  Davis  after  a  very  thorough  investigation  of  the 
whole  subject. 
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REPORT 

Of  the  Committee  on  Agriculture  relative  to  the  abolishment  of  the 
Office  of  Inspector  of  Guano. 

[Submitted  to  the  House  of  Delegates,  February  14th,  1856.] 

The  Committee  on  Agriculture  having  been  instructed  to  en- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  abolishing  the  office  of  Inspector  of 
Guano,  and  to  examine  the  report  and  statement  of  the  Inspector, 
beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  given  the  subject  a  full  and 
thorough  investigation  and  respectfully  submit  the  following  re- 
port: 

They  find  from  an  examination  of  the  history  of  the  law  regu- 
lating the  inspection  of  Guano,  that  up  to  the  last  session  of  the 
Legislature  in  1854,  it  had  not  afforded  that  protection  to  the 
consumers  which  their  interests  demanded.  At  that  time,  com- 
plaints from  the  farmers  of  the  State  had  become  very  general,  and 
in  the  Legislature,  efforts  were  made  to  repeal  the  law  or  amend 
or  alter  it  so  as  to  accomplish  the  object  for  which  it  was  de- 
signed. After  much  discussion,  we  find  by  the  journal  of  thelast 
session,  that  the  present  law  was  unanimously  passed  in  both 
branches,  prescribing  the  mode  of  inspection  and  requiring  the 
Inspector  to  make  a  classification  of  the  different  varieties  of  Gu- 
ano, and  to  adopt  such  marks  as  should  indicate  the  quality  of 
the  Guano  contained  in  the  particular  bag  or  barrel,  bearing  the 
mark.  Tables  of  these  were  required  to  be  published,  as  also  the 
analysis  of  each  cargo,  with  the  name  of  the  vessel  in  which  it 
was  imr^orted,  and  heavy  penalties  were  imposed  upon  persons 
who  should  counterfeit  the  marks  of  the  Inspector,  use  packages 
previously  used,  having  the  Inspectors  mark  thereon,  or  who 
should  sell  Guano  not  bearing  the  Inspection  mark.  This  law  in 
all  its  details  was  intended  to  give  that  protection  to  the  farmers 
of  the  State  which  their  interests  demanded. 

When  the  amount  of  money  expended  by  the  farmers  in  the 
purchase  of  these  expensive  fertilizers  is  considered,  and  the  la- 
bor required  for  their  application  to  the  land,  and  the  fact  that 
thousands  of  the  tillers  of  the  soil  in  many  parts  of  our  State,  ow- 
ing to  the  exhausted  condition  of  their  land,  are  wholly  depend- 
ent for  remunerative  crops  upon  the  use  of  one  or  the  other  of 
the  varieties  of  Guano,  and  when  we  consider  also  the  fact  that 
the  value  of  Guano  depends  solely  upon  its  chemical  constituents, 
which  hidden  in  iheir  nature  from  common  observation  can  only 
be  determined  by  chemical  analysis;  the  expediency  indeed,  al- 
most absolute  necessity  for  a  rigid  inspection,  such  as  is  now  re- 
quired by  law,  becomes  manifest  and  cannot  be  overlooked  by 
those  who  in  good  faith  protect  and  advance  the  farming  interests 
of  the  Stale  at  large,  and  particularly  those  portions  not  favored 
with  rich  and  productive  lands. 
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The  present  law  having  been  passed  with  so  much  unanimity 
and  supposed  to  contain  every  provision  necessary  to  accomplish 
the  important  objects  for  which  it  was  intended,  it  was  a  matter 
of  interest  for  us  to  enquire  whether  its  provisions  had  been  car- 
ried out,  and  if  after  an  experience  of  nearly  two  years  it  has 
been  approved  by  those  directly  interested  in  its  operation. 

Upon  the  passage  of  the  law,  the  present  incumbent  was  ap- 
pointed to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office,  and,  as  required, 
prepared  the  following  classification  of  all  the  varieties  of  Guano 
then  in  market,  with  the.  table  containing  the  marks  used  to  indi- 
cate the  qualities  of  the  Guano  bearing  them: 

\  [For  tables,  see  page  6] 

These  tables  were  published  and  printed  in  circular  form  for 
distribution  throughout  the  State  :  an  office  was  established  in  a 
central  part  of  the  city,  for  the  convenience  of  the  trade  and  con- 
sumers ;  and  a  book  containing  the  certificate  of  the  analysis  of 
each  cargo  imported,  is  kept  for  the  inspection  and  use  of  pur- 
chasers. The  office  having  been  thus  organized  and  established, 
we  find  from  the  testimony  of  the  principal  importers  in  Baltimore 
city,  that  the  classification  and  tables  have  been  approved  by  them, 
and  furnish  the  true  standard  for  its  commercial  value;  that  the 
operation  of  the  law  has  largely  contributed  to  make  that  city 
the  largest  Guano  Market  in  the  country,  and  that  to  change  or 
abolish  it  will  disturb  a  well  settled  system  of  inspection,  impair 
public  confidence,  and  prove  injurious  to  the  interest  of  both  im- 
porters and  consumers ;  and  from  many  letters  received  from 
farmers  in  different  parts  of  our  own  and  adjoining  ^states,  it  is  ap- 
parent that  the  law  and  its  operation  is  approved  and  considered 
the  best  and  indeed  the  only  protection  they  have  from  imposition 
and  fraud  in  purchasing  their  supplies  of  this  important  commo- 
dity. We  will  add  in  justice  to  the  present  officer,  that  from  the 
evidence  we  have  received  from  both  importers  and  consumers, 
they  unite  in  testifying  !o  the  efficient  and  satisfactory  manner  in 
which  he  has  discharged  the  duties  of  the  office. 

The  system  from  all  the  testimony  we  have  received,  seems 
to  be  practical  and  beneficial  to  the  interests  involved,  and  we 
know  of  no  changes  that  can  be  made,  that  will  improve  its  effi- 
ciency. We,  therefore,  respectfully  report  and  recommend  that 
no  change  be  made  in  the  present  law,  but  suggest  that  the  month 
and  year  in  which  it  is  imported  should  be  marked  by  the  Inspec- 
tor, upon  every  package  of  Peruviau  Guano,  thus  enabling  the 
farmer  to  learn  the  age  of  the  particular  lot  he  is  purchasing. 

The  report  with  the.arcorapanying  statement  submitted  by  the 
Inspector,  has  been  carefully  examined  by  us,  and  though  the 
amount  of  expenditure  appears  large,  we  are  satisfied  from  the 
vouchers  and  affidavits  presented,  tha|. they^qVA amou|its chaig- 
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ed,  have  been  properly  expended,  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  the  office  as  required  by  the  law.  A  number  of  expenses  hav- 
ing been  incurred  the  first  year  in  establishing  the  office,  &c., 
which  will  not  be  required  hereafter,  it  was  a  question  with  the 
conamittee,  whether  the  price  for  inspection  might  not  be  reduced, 
and  a  sufficient  amount  received  to  defray  the  expenses  of  weigh- 
ing, &c.,  and  leave  a  fair  compensation  for  the  officer.  After  ma- 
ture consideration  of  this  question,  we^  have  concluded  that  in 
view  of  the  fact,  that  the  amount  of  importations  in  each  year  are 
uncertain  and  variable,  and  that  the  importations  this  year  have 
fallen  off  over  20,000  tons,  making  a  larg^  diminution  in  ,the 
amount  of  receipts,  that  a  reduction  of  the  fee  for  inspection  would 
-tend  to  lessen,  in  some  measure,  the  efficiency  of  the  present  sys- 
'  "    tern,  by  a  curtailment  of  expenditure  ,in^  the  emplayment  of  less 

■  competent  persons  for  weighing,  marking  and  supMntehding  ttie 

discharge  of  cargoes.  -  ,,     ,"'  ".''^ 

.    = =■  ^''  .rj  imajiyiiiy  ■ 

No  corresponding  advantage  can  be  secured   to  the  farmers  by 
a  reduction  in  the  fee,  as  we  are  satisfied  that  the  present  price 
'    V^oes  not  enhance  the  cost  of  the  article  but  to   a  very  trilling  ex- 
'•■'•  tent;  the  whole  charge  under  the  Maryland  inspection  fpr  weigh- 
''•'.' Ving,  inspection,  marking,  &c.,  is  l)ut   30   cents,  whilst  in   New 
'-York,   Philadelphia,   Alexandria  and  other  cities,  the  weighing 
'•'•'  ''  -alone  costs  much  about  the  same,  leaving  the  purchaser  after  all 
•      without  any  sufficient  guarantee  of  the    accuracy  of  that  weigh- 
■' '•    ing,  and  virtually  without  any  information  as  to  the  chemical  con- 
■•-    ■  'stituents  and  of  course  of  the  real  value  of  the  article  he  is  buy- 
-••.     >ing;  a   want  of  which   knowledge  may,  and  does   often  occasion 
not  only  a  total  loss  of  the  amount   paid  for   the  article   he  pur- 
chases, but  also  a  loss  of  any  adequate  return  for  the  year's  labor 
and  the  use  of  the  large  capital  employed  necessarily  by  farmers, 
because  of  the  failure  of  his  crops.     And  further  it  is  well  known 
that  since  the   reduction;  from  40  cents   to  30  cents,  by  the  last 
„    r  "  Legislature,  the  importer  has  ceased  to  add  the  irisplection  fee,  or 
*'    ''any  part  of  it  to  the  price  of  the  article.  ' 

Previous  to  this  reduction  20  cents-  was  added  to  the  price  per 

'  '       ton,  and  the   farmer  was  required   to  pay  it,  it  being  one-half  of 

■'^'  "Uhe  charge,  the  other  half  being  paid  by  the  importer,  in  view  of 

^"        the  fact  that  the  expense  of  weighing  would  be  necessarily  incur- 

iv  'j'-^ii^ed  whether  the  article  is  inspected  or  not."     '  •''   ■    •>    ,- 

.i';ji^/(i    In  view  of  all   the    facts  elicited  by  otnr' investigation,  were- 

■  spectfully  recommend  that  no  change  be  made  in  the  present  law, 
believing  that  the, interests  of  all  concerned  are  promoted  there- 
by. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

JAS   L.  DAVIS,  Chariraan, 
3-Sen.D  I. 


18 

To  this  may  be  added  a  btief  statement  of  one  of  two  foots 
..which  have  come  under  my  observation,  which  will  show  con- 
clusively how  the  law  operates  upon  spurious,  adulterated  or  in- 
ferior Guano.  During  last  spring  two  lots  of  Guano  were  con- 
signed to  two  of  our  most  respectable  houses  from  New  York 
and  Boston,  purporting  to  be  a  new  variety,  and  called  "Chillian 
Guano,"  being  accompanied  by  flourishing  printed  certificates, 
"setting  forth  tae  grekt  valiie  of  this  new  variety,  and  duly  signed 
by  distinguished  chemists  in  New  York  and  Boston.  It  was 
held  at  $45  per  ton  and  said  to  be  equal  to  the  best  Peruvian. — 
Coming  under  our  inspection  law,  a  sample  was  taken,  and  an 
analysis  made,  which  proved  the  whole  thing  to  be  a  spurious  and 
fraudulent  article.  Its  commercial  value,  based  upon  the  analysis, 
was  found  to  be  about  $10  per  ton,  instead  of  $45,  the  price 
asked.  A  notice  of  it  was  published  in  the  American  Farmer, 
and  subsequently  it  was  discovered  that  an  extensive  manufactory 
of  this  spurious  article  existed  in  New  Ark,  New  Jersey;  that  it 
was  a  base  fraud,  the  article  being  comparatively  worthless,  and 
intended  to  deceive  and  cheat  the  farmers  of  the  country.  While 
its  sale  was  thus  arrested  here,  and  our  farmers  protected  against 
the  imposition  by  our  inspection  law,  large  quantities  were  sold  in 
Virginia,  for  private  use,  as  well  as  for  use  upon  the  farm  under 
the  patronage  of  the  Agricultural  Society  of  Virginia.  It  is  due 
to  the  consignees  here  and  in  Virginia,  to  say  that  they  were  ig- 
norant of  the  fraud  attemplted  to  be  perpetrated  upon  the  farming 
community  through  them,  and  promptly  "rejected  the  article  when 
it  was  discovered. 

1?  It  is  not  an  uncommon  occurrence  here,  for  vessels  arriving 

with  Mexican  Guano,  which  proves,  under  the  inspection,  to  be 
inferior,  to  close  down  their  hatches  and  sail  for  other  ports,  where 
there  is  no  inspection,  and  where  a  ready  sale  is  found  to  dealers 
who,  in  turn,  palm  it  off  upon  the  consumers. 

From  the  foregoing  review  of  the  law  and  its  operations,  I  con- 
clude that  the  law  provides  as  thorough  an  inspection  as  it  is  pos- 
sible to  make  it,  and  am  convinced  that  in  all  the  details  of  the 
office  for  the  enforcement  of  the  law  and  the  accomplishment  of 
-  >i  u.v  ^j^g  purposes  for  which  it  was  designed,  such  measures  have  been 
^fWfil  ?;'a(jopted  as  my  judgment  and  experience  approve.  If,  however, 
any  suggestions  can  be  made  calculated  to  improve  its  efficiency, 
so  far  as  they  are  practical,  they  will  be  cheerfully  adopted,  as 
sufficient  discretionary  powers  are  left  with  the  officer  by  the  law, 
to  render  effective,  without  further  legislation,  any  changes  in  the 
mere  details  of  the  office. 

He  is  not  disposed,  however,  to  attach  any  importance  to  the 
gratuitous  suggestions  of  those  who  may  assume  par  excellence 
to  be  the  embodiment  and  sole  repository  of  the  agricultural  in  • 
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terests  of  the  §tate.  Sudh  suggestions^  whether  tnade  fi'om  ca^ 
price  or  design,  fail  to  commend  themselves  to  the  judgment  of 
others,  when,  upon  their  face,  they  bear  the  iinmistakeable  evi- 
dence of  the  total  ignorance  ot  their  authors,  of  the  subject  upon 
which  they  essay  to  write. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  communicated. 

WM.  S.  REESE, 

Inspector  of  Guano. 


